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8 17Efollowmg Speech made the 24th, 
| Day of April, in the Tear 1716. 
againſt the Prolongation of the 
Parliament, is 9 to be 
exattly as it was ſpoke; the Gentleman who 
heardit, having only taken Notes of the moſt 
material Parts thereof; and from theſe helps 
to his Memory, ſoon after reduced it into 
| Writing, in the Form it now appears, with 
Intent to Publiſh it. But ſeveral Speeches 
upon the ſame Occaſion having been ſoon after 9 
Printed, this was thought the leſs neceſſary at 4 
that Time; but the Publiſher believes it max 
now be very acceptable to all Lovers of theit 
Country, many things therein taken Notice of 
N ſuiting » 


24 


i be P R E FACE.” 


the preſent unc ture of Affairs; and may 
Y feof to the Minds of the People, on the ap- 


proaching Choice of a new Parliament, ſeveral 
Particulars, which that Gentleman delivered, 
with a ſort of prophetical Impulſe. . 


The Publiſher is very inclinable to think, 
that if the Arguments of that Gentleman, 
and thoſe who concurreau with him had prevail- 
ed, the fatal South-Sea Scheme had never been 
£/tabliſhed, and that if his 8 n Rela- 
tion to the Payment of the. Publick Debts, 
g had been attended to, the Nation had been 
in a happier Situation than it at preſent is. 


The Publiſher begs Pardon of the Gentle- 
man for publiſhing ſo much to Diſaduan- 
tage, what was delivered in a much better 
Manner; but, believes, tho he ſhould have 
not exattly recollected his Words, he has not 
miſtaken his Meaning, nor omitted any Paſ- 
ſage material, to ſhew the Force of the Argu- 
ment on either ſide ; and the Spirit of a truly 
honeſt Britiſh Patriot. 
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Ho uſe of Commons, 


| Againl is REPEALING the 


TRxIENNIAL AcT. 


Mir SPEAKER; 


Cannot content mm Fin the great Queſtion now 
before you, to deliver my Orin 2 
Voting in it; for I think it of that Importance 
dhe Nation, Dot wg and neod the moſt moſt tho 
Examination, I heartily wiſh it might have 

* rr pon Time of Conſideration than I 
perceive Gentlemen are difj ins giveit; but ſince we are enter d 
on the Debate of it, I ſhall endeavour to expreſs my Thoughts a+ 
bout it with n 

My Opinion, Sir, according to the bed ph Lon tam 
Sen bs, Thatif we hould oh ve our 
of the Bill before ainto a Lave, we ſhould be gailty ines 
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- fore if 1 did believe what ſome Gentlemen do, That it Nord be 
conducive to ſeveral Good Ends, yet that would not be ſufficient 
to gain my Conlent thereto; for I cannot think thoſe Ends, how- 


_ 


This is the Liglit in which the Bill yet pes tomey! 1 


ever deſirable, equivalent to ſuch a Price, as that of giving up, or 
even of making a dangerous advance towards the giving up, en- 
tirely, the BRITISH ConsTiTuTION, Much leſs wou'd I give 
my Conſent to ſuch a Law, when I am of Opinion, That it 
wou'd be ſo far from contributing to the Ends pretended to be 
aimed at thereby, that it wopld have the direct contrary Effect: 
And if we fire not 10 h Evil tha Good may come WA ſurely wa 
muſt not ai evil, only $o bring M:/chief upon ourſelves, " 
Theſe ate my R againſt the Bill, That our Conſent to it 
wou'd be a Breach of Truſt, and a dangerous Breach upon our 
Conſtitution; and that, if it ”Y not liable to this Objection, That 
yet it wou'd ſerve to purpoſes directiy contrary to thoſe pretended 
to be aim'd at, by Gentlemen who-are for the Bill; I ſhall endeavour 
to explain my ſelf in theſe Pointe. | % - 
_ Givemme leave therefore to mention, what appears to me to! 
have been the ancient Confſtitation of Parliament, and alſò how the 
fame has been, and ſtands chang d at this time, with relation to the 
Matter whieh. is now the Subject of our Debate. I believe it will, 
gay, it muſt be agreed, That before the Reign of Henry VIII. 
there was no ſingle Inſtance of a Prorogation of Parliament: That 


Parliaments had only one Seſſions, and thoſe pr very ſhort 
Ev 


ones, none of which ever laſted a Year: 'That t6 prvent the Miſ- 


chief of long Intervals of Parliament, It was Enacted in the Fourth: 


Year of Edward III. That Parliaments ſhould be holden annually, 
and this was confirmed by ſubſequent Acts of Parliaments And 
therefore I may venture to affirm, That by the Ancient Conſtitu- 
tion, | Parliaments were to be holden frequently, and to be of the 
Continuance only of one Seſſions, and that there was no right or 


Power in the Crown to Prorogue the fame : I fay, this I can affirms 


on the ame Foundation, and with as ſtrong Reaſon, as I can af- 
firm, That the Eldeft Son, after the Death of his Father, ſhall in- 
herit, as Heir at Law, the Lands in Fee-ſimpie; or that the Voung- 
eſt Son ſhall Inherit, where the Cuſtom of Borough-Exgliſh — ; 
or that all the Sons ſhall equally inherit the Lands of Gavel- Kind; 


or, indeed, as I can affirm of any part of the Common-Law, or 


by evnſtant Practice, and Preſcription immemorial; 

they neither need, nor can have a ſtronger Support than 
this; for ſurely of all Laws, thoſe muſt be allowed to carry with 
them the ſtrongeſt Evidence of Juſtice, which have been always 


the 2 Uſages of the Kingdom, for theſe are Support- 
. 


— 


fubmitred'to, without any Change or Alteration. * 4p 

The Application is obvious to the Point in Debate, Imean, as 
far as the Reign of Henry the Eighth: And if at that Time this 
Has the Conſtitutioa of Parliament,” it will not be eaſie 1 
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Reſolution, becauſe the Matter was never in queſtion 


_ how the fame has been ſince Legally changd; but T ſhall ſpeak to 
this more fully, after I have apiwer'd an Objection hh des 
been made. It has been faid, That tis no Proof that the 
4. Crown had no Power ta Prorogue Parliaments, and to continue 
« the fame Parliament for ſeyeral Seſſions, altho there were no 


t Inſtances thereof, until the Reign of Hen. the Eighth”. If this 


Objection have any Weight, it will equally hold againſt any other 
partof the Common 2 which la n nx ar; 


teſted: For may not the Younger Sons, in this way of Reaſoning, 


Locke that yet this is no Proof againſt their Right of making fuch 
1 


m, and having it determin d for them. And if 


yet ſurely no Gentleman will affirm, that the Judges 
| to determine this as a new Caſe, whatever ny 24 they 
ht conceive in the Pretenſions of the Younger Sons, but wou'd 


migh ot the You 
be frictiy ty d to N according to the conſtant and uninter- 
. xupted- Uſage. And had the Lords and Commons, when the firſt 


Attempt of Proroguing was made upon them, inſiſted, That the 


. Crown had no ſuch Power, and the Opinion of the Judges had 


been required therein, it was impoſſible that they could have deter- 
mined otherwiſe, than according to the conſtant 8 or that 
they would have adjudged ſuch an Original Power in the Crown, 
which had never been exerted from the earlieſt mention which our 
Records, or Hiſtory, make of Parliaments, to that very Day; or 
that they could have conceiv'd it poſſible, that the Crown could 


have had ſuch a Power, and yet never have aſſerted it in one ſingle 


Inſtance, in the Courſe of ſo many Hundred Years. | 
If the Facts I have mention'd are, as they appear to me to be, 


- undeniably true, the Inference I thence make, is next to a Demon- 


tration; and I may venture to add, That there is no part of our 


Laws built on a more ſolid Foundation, and ſupported with ſtrong- 
er Reaſons: Reaſons, which muſt eternally have the reſt - 


Weight, and make the deepeſt Impreſſion, on the Minds of a 


People, who have any Senſe of Liberty; and, Thanks be to God! 
we are yet a Free Nation. For without the Frequency of Par- 


liaments, the Opportunity of Redrefling thoſe Grievances, which 
more or leſs have happened in all Reigns, from the Influence and 
Adminiſtration of Evil Counſellors, and Wicked Miniſters, who 


will always prefer their own private Intereſts and ſiniſter Views, 


to the Honour of their Prince, and Welfare of their Coun- 
try: And it is to the Dread which ſuch impious Monſters have al- 
ways had, I hope will ever have, of the juſt Vengeance of a Par- 
liament, that we hitherto owe the Preſervation of our Liberties 


far, had the Times of being called to an Accouut in Farmers 


5 2 


— — — o 


— — — 
— — 


, . . .. r 
—— - 


ag AR” 
——_— 
— 


1 


—— — y 
- — — add — — > * y 
— — ww * = er 


—NU—U wan > of or gee EE AAA 


— —ũ—ũ—6P ͤ——— [— — — — — — —  — —— 
* . 
” 


aud by their Authority, to conſecrate the worſt of Actions, to de- 
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been at any confiderable Diſtance, the 4:tempts of bold and daring | 


Men would have had no Curb; and indeed 'tis but one Step more, 


and that not difficult, from a Lo x o, to the entire diſuſe of Par- 


laments, and reſolving the Government into an abſolute Monar- 
chy ; but I will urge this Point no farther, becauſe 1 believe twill 
be generally allowed; and that, whatever might be the private 


Opinion of any particular Perſon, no Briton will be yet ſo hardy 


as to declare himſelf againft the Neceſſity of frequent Parliaments. 

I wiſh Gentlemen would as generally concur, that the other Part 
which I have mentioned, and I think have made appear, to have 
been our Antient Conſtitution, were as abſolutely neceſſary to the 


Preſervation of our Liberties; I mean Parliaments of one Seſſions, 


not only frequent, but frequent New ParLlIaMmenTs. The 


Thing indeed appears very evident to me; ſo Evident, that in my 


poor Opinion, our Liberties would not be more, nay not ſo pre- 


cCarious under an abſolute Monarchy, as witha Houſe of Commons 


who had right to fit cither for many Years together, or without 
any Limitation of Time: For tis certain, that a Prince, who had 
ſtood only on the Bottom of his own abſolute Authority, aſſiſt- 


ed with a few Miniſters and ſome Troops, would ſtill think him - 


ſelf pretty much upon his good Behaviour towards the united Bo- 
dy of his People ; and would (probably) be cautious of exerting 
his Power in ſuch a manner, as to give a juſt Provocation to a 


general Revolt, and ſetting up another in his ſtead ; but a Prince, 


with a Parliament at his Devotion, would be infinitely more ter- 
rible, and, with much greater Security, might give a Looſe to 


every Extravagancy of Power; for when the Repreſentatives of 


the People, who are choſen: by them to be the Guardians of their 
Liberties, can be prevailed on, for little Advantages to themſelves, 
to betray their Truſt, and come into all the Meaſures of a deſign- 


ing Miniſtry, tis then, indeed, that the Liberties of a People are 
in the moſt imminent Danger; and ſurely, there is great Reaſon 


to apprehend that a Houſe of Commons might ſoon become ve- 


ry obſequious toa Miniftry, if they were to fit for a long Period, 


or without Limitation, and that there were nonear Day in view, 


of a new Election, when the Conduct of Gentlemen in this Place. | 


would be enquired into in their reſpective Countries. 

I believe it will not be denied, That tis very poſſible for a Mi- 
niſtry, by Penſions and Imployments to ſome, and by the Expecta- 
tions raid in others, and by the Corruption of Electors, and re- 
turning Officers, to obtain a very great Majority, entirely and blind- 
ly at their Devotion, even at the very firſt Meeting of a Parli- 
ament, and that by a Committee of Elections and other proper 
Helps, their Party may daily encreaſe ; and that fuch a Parli- 


ament may be ſo far from protecting the Liberties of their Coun- 


try, or from being a Terror to evil Miniſters, as to become them- 
ſelves the Tools of Oppreſſion in the Hand of ſuch a Miniſtry, 


care 
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ax, 


Ware every honeſt Patriot, who has the Courage to attempt te 


Im the Tide of Wickednchs, and to ſtand up for the Liberties 


F his Country, to be its teſt Enemy ; and thoſe who are 
"Feady to give it up, to be the only true Friends of our Conſtituti- 
In; and if this d ever happen to be our Caſe, I beg Gentle- 


Pen to conſider, whether a greater Curſe could fall on any People, 


an to have ſuch a Parliament as Tris entail'd upon them. 

l remember very well, what an Outcry was raiſed againſt the 
Sf Parliament, on a Suſpicion only, that a 1 of the Trienni- 
A was intended, and the Arguments againſt it without Doors, 
Were then the very fame with thoſe which are now urg d againſt 
within: What an Inconſiſtency muſt it then . 1 to ſee thoſe 
1 Gentlemen, who were then the moſt zealous Oppoſers of 
4 ch an Attempt, become now the moſt violent Advocates for it? 
And will it not alſo in ſome meaſure affect their Integrity, pub- 
FWickly to own, that the Arguments they pretended to be then in- 
luenced by, had not the leaſt Weight with them; and that the 
hing in it {elf was very deſireable, when there ſhould be a good 
Miniſtry and Parliament in Being, and pernicious —_— the then 
Situation of Affairs? It was not certainly from this Conſideration, 


that the late Miniſtry and Parliaments were diverted from the At- 


"Wempt; They, doubtleſs, had a very good Opinion of themſelves, 
und were confirmed therein by the Voice of a great Majority of 
the People, and which, by a moſt ſtrange and unaccountable 
Witchcraft, till continues in their Favour, if I may depend upon 
what ſeveral who have argued for the Bill ſeem to have agreed 
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mentioned, will be no ways prevented by the preſent Poſture, of 
cur Affairs; for tho we may have now a good Miniſtry and 
Parliament, thẽir Continuance, notwithſtanding the int Law, 
will till depend on the Pleaſure of the Prince; for, I do not per- 
ceive that any Gentleman will move for a Clauſe to continue 
the Miniſtry for Life; or that the Parliament ſhall not be 
diſſolved without their own Conſents; and if, by ill Advice to 
his Majeſty, a Change ſhould happen, may it not ſo fall out, 
that a fon Continuance of a new Miniſtry and Parliament, 
may be of infinite Prejudice to the Nation: Surely, there- 
fore, it will be Wiſdom, in the making ot this, or any other 
Law, not to conſider ſome little preſent Conveniency, but the ge- 
'*Z nera] and obvious Tendency of the fame. I therefore think that 
I am yet warranted to fay, and ſhall fay it, till I am convinced 
that I have miſtaken the Matter, That frequent new Parliaments 
was the Antient Conſtitution; That until! the Reign of — the 


8 


N * 


mon Law, than there was for this Part of our Conſtitution; 
Ada nd that the ſame was built, and ſtands upon as ſolid a Foundation, 
as any Law ever did, or can do, being abſolutely neceſſary and e/< 
= ſenziab to the Liberties of a Free People. "> | It 


* 


I muſt beg, Gentlemen, to conſider, that the Miſchief I have 


Eighth, there was no ſtronger Evidence for any Part of the Com- 


S. 


(6) 

It is true, Henry the Eighth in the 21ſt Year of his Reign, 
prorogued the Parliament, which was the firſt Inſtance of this 
kind, and ſucceeding Princes have, more or lcls, continued the 
ame Practice; but I can no wiſe agree, to what ſome Gentlemen 
would thence infer, That the CRown HAb aLwavs aRIGHT 
ro Do $0; for I think I have made the contrary very evidently 


appear; and that untill the 2 1ſt Year of Henry the Eighth, no 


part of our Common Law was better eſtabliſh'd than this Anti- 
ent 1 1 Conſtitution of frequent new Parliaments; but it is 
remarkable, that this . been the firſt Inſtance of a Proroga- 
tion, it was thought conyenient to ſtrengthen the further Conti- 
nuance of that Parliament by Adjournment alſo: If the Crowg 
before the Time I haye mentioned, had not the Power of con- 
tinuing the fame Parliament by Prorogations ; it will not be ea- 
to ſhew, how they have come legally by it ſince: Sure I am, 
that there is no Act of Parliament which veſts any ſuch Power 
in the Crown, and Preſcription immemorial is not ſo much as 
pretended to. The ſhort of the Matter ſeems to me then, no 
more than this; A very Arbitrary Prince, the better to ſerve the 
Ends he had then in View, boldly invades the Liberties of his 
People, and uſurps a new Prerogative, unheard of before: That 
Parliament tamely ſubmits thereto, either out of Fear, or for ba- 
Jer Reaſons; perhaps, they were pleaſed with a longer Continu- 
_ ance, and the ble Proſpect of ſharing in the Advantages of 
Laws, which they were afterwards to make, I mean, the Diſſo- 
lution of Abbeys; and altho thereby the Foundation of our hap- 
Py Reformation was laid, yet that is entirely owing to another 
Cauſe, and in no wiſe to the pious Intentions, either of that Prince, 
or of that Patliament. This newgPrerogative was at firſt uſed 
with much Caution, and thereby the fatal Tendeucy thereof 5 


not ſo ſoon diſcovered ; and when the Poſſeſſion of this Power be- 
came * in the Crown by a Continuance of Time, and 
the Acquieſcence of the Nation, it was much more difficult to 
get rid of the Innovation, than it was at firſt to have prevented 
the fame; and it has been, I preſume, thaught more prudent, to 
continue our Acquieſcence, whilſt the Inconveniencies were in 
any Meaſure fupportable, rather than to endeavour to retrieve this 
moſt valuable Part of our Ancient Conſtitution by Force of Arms; 
altho' this Remedy hath been reſorted to frequently, and on much 
flighter Occaſions in my Opinion. | 

But I cannot fee, that from a Power fo aſſum'd, and ſo conti- 
nued, it will follow, either that the Ancient Conſtitution was ſo, or 
that it ought, to be ſo at this Day; and I muſt fay, that what- 
ſoever Arguments can be brought to ſupport that Doctrine, will 
_ equally juſtify the Exerciſe of any other Part of Arbitrary Power; 
for upon the ſtarting up of any new Prerogative, tis but faying, 


That the Crown had always a 1 to it, altho 5 was never 
ere may be Parliaments com- 
mln; 


claimed or exerciſed before; and 


.* 


E 


| reſcued by the Revolutio: | 
- Fxrogatives at this th ad. nigh Baa Lach, eh off els BY 


laiſant. enough to acqui | 
I, by a new expreſs Law, barefac d and unmask d, to give 
up the Liberties of their Country; and I do not fee, but that 
this would be as good a Commencement for any new Preroga- 
tive, as the Power of proroguing at firſt had. Let Gentlemen 
conſider, what the Antient Laws of England were, in the Matter. 
of Impriſonments, and what the Practice was for ſome time be- 
fore the Act of Habeas J owe I hope there is no Briton, ſo aban- 
doned to the Notions of Slavery, as to affirm, that it ever was 


by the Laws of England, in the Power of the Prince to impriſon 
any of his Subjects during his Will and Pleaſure, and without anyx 


Reaſons aſſigned: They were to be impriſoned only, when le- 
gally charg'd with Crimes, and were to be either tryd for the 
ame, or releas d from their Impriſonment, in a reaſonable time; 
and as to this, the Act of Habeas Corpus was not introductive of, 
a new Law, but declarative only of the Old; this is ſo eſſential 


* - - # . 


Law was always thus; I am fure, without it, our Conditition 


would differ little from the Slavery of Tiurkey for the Bow-ſtring 


itſelf, a ſpeedy Death, is Mercy, when compar d to a Lingring Con- 


fnement, And yet tis certain, that before the Act of Habeas 


Corpus, the rey Subjects of England were ſometimes thus Arbi- 
trarily and Illegally impriſoned, to gratify the Avarice, Ambition, 
Malice, or Revenge of evil Counſellors and wicked Miniſters ; and 
the Advocates for Prerogative did as ſtrictly inſiſt on the Lega - 
lity of this Power, & they did on any other, which was claim'd 


by the Crown. I cannot indeed tell how long this Power of Ar- 


bitrary impriſoning had been exercis d, but I'm apt to believe it 
may vye for Antiquity, with the Power of Proroguing Parli- 
aments. | WY | | 

J muſt alſo put Gentlemen in mind of the Prerogatives claim'd 
and exercis d by King James the Second, to diſpenſe with the 
Laws, to command our Biſhops and Clergy to read in their Church 


es his illegal Proclamations, and to ſuſpend and impriſon them for 


diſobeying, with. many others of the like kind, which are recited. 
by. the Claim of Us and *tis certain, that had we not been 
ution, all theſe and many more, had been good 


ported with as good Arguments, as any can be uſed for the Pow- 


er of Proroguing in the Reign of Henry the Eighth; and ſome of 


them with as good, nay, with the very ſame Arguments as are uſed 
for. the Legality of the Power at this very Time, I hope there- 
fore we. ſhall be very cautious of admitting tuch Arguments, as 
tend naturally to ſupport all Extravagancies of Power whatſoever, 
and to let in upon us an Inundation of Oppreſſions. N 5 
, In the late Reigns, and in particular by the long Penſionary Par- 

liament, in the Reign of Charles the Second, the Nation became 
very ſenſible of the miſchievous Conſequences, which _ | _— 
| appeneg 


— 


eſce therein, which perhaps might be 


» 
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(8) 


| happened, and the more fatal which might ſtill reſult from the datis 


gerous Breach which had been made in our ancient Conſtitution' 
Row now evident to the meaneſt Capacity, That a Deſigning 
Prince, who, with the Aſſiſtance of a Wicked Miniſtry, ſhould be 
able, after ſeveral Tryals, at laſt to news a Parliament to his pur- 
poſe, wou d have the Liberties of his People entirely in his Power, 
and might govern them at Pleaſure; from which State of Slavery 
it was as evident, that nothing leſs than a Revolution cou'd reſcue 
them; and if they fail'd in that Experiment, that then their Chains 
wou'd be rivetted for ever. Under this melancholly Proſpe& of 
Affairs the Nation groan'd, and Complaints — in every 


Corner of our Streets; and even the very Penſioners in that Parlia- 


ment were not arrived to ſuch a pitch of Impiety, as to take plea- 
fie in the Drudgery they had engag'd in, but acted with Reluct- 
ancy and Remorſe, and as we have been very lately told in this 
Place, betrayed the Cauſe they had ſo wickedly eſpous d, and fre- 

tly gave notice to the Friends of England, of the Attempts 


| hich were to be made on the Liberties of their Country. 'This 


Penſionary Parliament was at laſt Diſſolv'd, but on what Views, 
and by what Advice, I will not pretend to ſay. Certain it is, that 
that Prince never had it —— in his Power, in a Parliamentary 
way, to deſtroy the Liberties of the People. The Reſumption of 
Charters was then put in practice, with many other Expedients, 
ſhment of an Abſolute Monarchy, which had 
been long in view: But by the Death of that Prince, and the un- 
skilful Conduct of his next Succeſſor, an 
Deſigns fot that time, the People having mou] 22 the 
— Remody in ſuch Caſes, and this brought about 
Revolution. | D 
I have been often ſurprized, when I reflected how wanting 
we were to ourſelves, upon that Turn, in not retrieving and ſecu- 


ar ever, by the Claim of Rights, our Ancient Conſtitution 
equent New Parliaments, which, in my poor Opinion, was 


ot 
much more Valuable than all that we claim'd beſides; but we ob- 


tain'd this in Part, by the Act paſs'd in the 6th Year of the 


Reign of King William, and which the Bill before us is intended 
to repeal ; fot by that Act, we are to have new Parliaments, at 
leaſt once in zhree Years; and even this is ſuch a Security to the 
Britiſh Liberties, that all the Objections againſt Triennial Elections 
are but very Trifles, when compar'd with that: Therefore I am 
not a little ſurpriz'd, when I hear Gentlemen ſay, That the Tri- 


ennial Act is a new Conſtitution, and that the Repeal intended 


theroof, will be but reſtoring the King in Part to his Prerogative, 
and ſetting the Conſtitution a little nearer to what it anciently was; 
ſurely, there is nothing further from the Truth of the Fact: The 
Antient Conſtitution was at leaſt, Annual new Parliaments, and 
this was broke in upon, and that Breach afterwards continued in 
the Manner which I have already ſet forth; and by this Act, we 


was put to thoſe 
te happy 


havs 


1 preſume, it will meet with 


3 

have no new Privil nted, but only reſtor d in part, to thoſe, 
which we always bat 4 Righs to. But were 1 e a new 
Grant; Shall we give it up, to enlarge only the Prerogatives of 
the Crown? May we not, in the ſame way of Reaſonning, give up 
the Habeas Corpus Act, and all the other Privileges and Immu- 
nities, which have been obtain d to the People from the Crown, 
from the Date of Magna Charta, to this very Day? This ſurely | 
has not been — Old * of Reaſoning in this Place, and 

ue Diſcouragement at this Time. 
I we ſhall, on this, and all other Occaſions, acquit our ſelves 


like Britons, and not give up, in Complaiſance to any Miniſtry, the 


Smalleſt, much leſs, the Greateſt and moſt Valuable Privilege of 
thoſe we repreſent; and that we ſhall have the utmoſt Caution in 
making any Step, that may have the leaſt Tendency towards that 
Slavery, from which, at the Riſque of a Revolution, and an im- 
menſe Expence of Blood and Treaſure, we have fo lately reſcued 
our ſelves : I hope yet to live to ſee the Day, when our preſent 
Gracious Sovereign King George the Firſt, will have the Glory to 
compleat the entire Reſtoring of our Ancient Conſtitution, to 
which his Predeceſſor King William the Third, hath made ſuch 
a conſiderable Advance; and that inſtead of Triennial, we ſhall 


have Annual new Parliaments. Then indeed the Britiſh Liberties 


will be founded on a Rock, which the Machinations of the worſt 
Miniſtries, will never be able to prevail againſt; and the Crown 
will be frequently and faithfully informed of the Sentiments of the 
People, — be thereby enabled to preſerve with them that Confi - 
dence, and Correſpondence, ſo abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Happineis of both: To this I may add, that the Inconveniencies 
from Triennial Elections, will thereby be much more effectually 
redreſsd and cur'd, than ever they will be, by paſſing the Bill be- 
fore us, into a Law. Upon the whole therefore, 1 ſhall take leave 


to affirm, that we have at preſent an indiſputable Right to Tri- 


ennial new Parliaments, and a very juſt claim, for I know of no 
Law that has depriv'd us thereof, to Annual Elections. | 

But 7 have ſomething to urge, as to the Breach of our Truſt in 
the paſſing of this Law ; it is agreed on all Sides, that whatever 
the Ancient Conſtitution might be, yet we were choſen when 
the Law for Triennial Parliaments was, as it is ſhill, in Force; 


and, that we were, and cou'd be choſen only for the Term of 


Three Years, if his Majeſty ſhould think fit to continue us ſo long; 
therefore, to continue our ſelves for a longer Term, would be a 
manifeſt deceiving of thoſe who choſe us, who expected, and 
could not but expect, at the end of Three Years to have the Op- 
unity of a new Choice, and to alter where they found them- 
Fives miſtaken. It would alſo be a very great Injuſtice to many 


| Thouſands of others, who have a Right to offer their Service to 


their Country, and who, for the Honour of the Nation, I am 
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willing to hope, are in all Reſpects equally qualified for the Ser- 
Vice, 8 2 have at preſent the re pe fill thoſe Seats.( | 
If this Bill were to enlarge only the Continuance of future 
Parliaments, I ſhould give my Negative to it for the Reaſons I 
have already mentioned, and yet in that Caſe, the Electors would 
have a fair Warning for what Time they were to chooſe, and thoſe 
Elected, would be truly and properly Repreſentatives of the 
People; which I conceive cannot be ſaid with Truth, ofthe preſent 
Parliament, if they ſhould be continued beyond the 3 Years: This, 
5 to me, is an inſuperable Objection againſt this Part of the Bill; 
for if we may add four Vears to our preſent Term, may we not 
add Forty, may we not make our ſelves perpetual, or even ex- 
tinguiſh Parliaments themſelves? Nay, what is it which we may 
not do, or, after this Step, what is it which the People of Great - 
Britain may not 3 that we will do? Can we do any | 
Thing much worſe, than to ſubvert one of the Three Eftates of | 
the Realm, and to ſubſtitute a new one in the Place thereof, and 
ane of a Houſe of Commons by the Choice of the People, 
as it always has been, and ever ought to be, to eſtabliſh a zew 
kind of Houſe of Commons, and till now unheard of, by Act 
of Parliament? | | 
The great Partiality which all Parties in their Turns have fhewn 
in the Determination of Elections, has been too long the general 
Complaint, and one of the greateſt Blemiſhes on the Juſtice and 
Conduct of the Houſe of Commons; and *tis certainly a ing 
Wickedneſs, and a moſt dangerous Practice; therefore I am willing 
to hope, that we ſhall not, dy giving our Conſent unto the Bill 
before us, out- do all that ever was done of this kind by former 
Parliaments. They have choſen only 30 or 40 Members for ſome 
particular Places, which is a trifling Peccadillo to what is now 
attempted, I mean, the chooſing of 589 at once, for the whole 
Nation. 5 N | * 
It has been ſaid by ſome who have ſpoke in the Debate, That 
« we are choſen with full Power to conſent to ſuch Laws as 
© we ſhall judge for the Benefit of the Nation; that there are no 
« Reſtrictions or Limitations in our Powers; and that therefore 
« we may paſs ſuch new. Laws, or repeal ſuch old Ones, and the 
« Trienniul Act, as well as any other, as we ſtall think expedient; 
e and that by a Repeal of the Piennial Act, we fhall, after the 
«<< "Three Years, {till continue to be the Repreſentatives of the People 
by Vertue of their former Choice, without any new Election 
« for that Purpoſe, ” This _ to me to be a plain begging 
of the Queſtion, and a very fallacious way of Reaſoning. I con- 


ſtitute a Perſon my Attorney with very large and general Powers | 

for the Term of Three Years, and, no doubt, what he ſhall do © 
purſuant to thoſe Powers, during that Term, ſhall bind me, but 
what he ſhall afterwards do, is void; and it cannot be ſaid, that. 


by the general Words of doing all Act and Acts in my _ 
| that 


S 


(1) 
that he is enabled to add Four Years more to the Continuance of 
His Power. I know there are great Diſparities between ſuch 
Powers; and thoſe given by the People to their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament; but yet, I think, that to the P I intend it, 
the Parallel will hold. I will readily agree, that the Powers given 
bv the People to their Repreſentatives are very large, but I can 
by no means go the of ſome Gentlemen, to think them 
ſolutely unlimited, or that ſuch ill Uſe may not be made of this 
Power, as to amount to a Forfeiture thereof. | 
Our Hiſtories are full of Inſtances, and we have a very late one, 
that Kings themſelves may be guilty of ſuch an Abuſe of their Pow- 
er, as to forfeit the ſame, and give the People a Right to a new 
Choice, and it will not, it cannot be faid, that the immediate Crea- 
tures of the People, who have no Pretence to Power, but by 
Delegation from them, are more abſolutely their Maſters, or more 
Independant than the Crown it ſelf: Pray confider, whether we 
can be guilty of a greater Provocation to thoſe we repreſent, than 
to deprive them for any Time, of being repreſented by their own 
Choice, and to change the Ancient third Eſtate of the Nation, 
into a new invented one, unknown to former Ages; and whe- 
ther they will think a little Sophiſtry, and a few Fineſles of Ar. 
gument a ſufficient Reparation for an Injury of ſo high a Na- 
ture. ee 5 | 
But I have a much ſtronger Objection againſt this part of the 
Bill, and cannot help being yet of Opinion, That if it ſhould 
_ . thro' all the Forms of an Act of Parliament, paſs both Houſcs, 
and have the Royal Aſſent, that it will till remain a dead Letter, 
and not obtain the Force of a Law; for I am warranted by one 
. of our teft Lawyers, to affirm, That an Act of Parliament 
«© may — in it ſelf, and if there are any Caſes out of the 
Reach of the Legiſlature, this now before us muſt be admitted 
to be one; for what can be more againſt common Senſe and 
Reaſon, than to be a Felo de ſe, to deſtroy that Conſtitution, or 
any eſſential part thereof, upon which our Exiſtence in our poli- 
tical Capacity depends. I am alſo ſupported in this by the Autho - 
rity of Divines; I ſhall mention but one, and 1 fpeak it 
tor his Honour, the preſent Biſhop of Bangor, who has unanſwe- 
rably made it evident, That all People have natural Rights, and 
5 that a Free People have legal ones, which they may juſtly main- 
e tain, and which, no Legiſlative Authority whatſoever can de- 
| -« prive them of: And can a a Free People have a more valuable 
| Right, than that of being fairly and frequently repreſented in Par- 
| lament, by Perſons of their own choaſing ? Thisſurely is a Right 
as valuable as Liberty it {elf, being abſolutely neceſſary to the Sub- 
ſiſtance and Continuance thereof. | 
For the Sake of thoſe Gentlemen who ſeem ſo very fond of 
- the unlimited Power of Parliaments, ( and by which only they 
Fan ſupport the Validity of ſuch a Law, as the Bill before us is 
„ | 2 intended 
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| intended to introduce) I ſhall mention ſome Caſes, to which 
they themſelves will agree, that this unlimited Power doth not, 
cannot extend. As for Inſtance, Suppoſe inſtead of the Bill be- 


fore us, we ſhould paſs a Law, as was done in the Reign of Ri- 


- chard the Second, (the worſt Prince that ever fate upon the Eng- 
© liſh, Throne) That the Power of both Houſes ſhould be veſted in 
Twelve Great Lords! or, as ſome have done inthe Reign of Hen. 
the Eighth ( the firſt proroguer of Parliaments) That the King's 
Proclamation, with the Conſent of the Privy Coupcil, ſhould have 
the Force of Law: Or, as in 1641, That the Parliament ſhould 
not be diſſolved or prorogued without their own Conſents ; Such 
Laws as theſe, thro Oppoſition and Violence, have been for ſome 
time ſubmitted to, but ſurely no Gentleman will ay, That they 


ever were, or, ſhould they be now re-enacted, that they wou d 


be legally in Force; for if to, the Parliament of 1641 is till 
in Being, for I never hcard that they gave their Conſents to their 
own Diſſolution. | 

I will ſuppoſe one Caſe more, which has never happened, and 
God forbid it ever ſhould! That an Act of Parliament ſhould paſs 
to veſt the whole Legiſlative Authority inthe fingle Perſon of the 
Prince, to cloath him with an abſolute Dictatorial Power, to ex- 
tinguiſh for the future both Houſes of Parliament, and all other 
Rights and Priviledges of the People; and to put all Things, here- 
after entirely into the Power, and to be diſpoſed of at the Will and 
Pleaſure of the Prince. I am ſure no true Briton will ever fay, 


That ſuch an Act of Parliament as this, would have the leaſt Va- 


lidity or Force, or be any wiſe binding on the People: I am ſure 
it would not, but inſtead thereof, would, in due Time, expoſe the 


Authors of it to the juſt Vengeance of an injured Nation; which 


I think is a full Proof of what I have affirmed, That the Powers 
given by the People to their Repreſentatives, are not abſolutely 
unlimited; nor the Power of the Parliament it ſelf fo Omnips- 
tent, as ſome are willing to ſuppoſe them; I therefore hope no 
one will endeavour to ſupport this Bill by ſuch Arguments, as will 
equally ſupport the Caſes I have mention'd, and lead us into 
the moſt dangerous and unwarranted Paths; and on this Occaſi- 
on, I ſhall take leave to put Gentlemen in Mind, That France, 
Denmark, and Sweden, were formerly Free Nations; and what 
their preſent Situation is, and how they have been reduced there- 
to, is too well known, to need to be repeated. | 

I have been often much ſurpris d at the Boldneſs of the Roman 
Clergy, in introducing the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation; how 
they could have hop'd to prevail with their good Subjects the La- 
ity, to believe ſo monſtrous an Abſurdity, and did not rather dread 
that it would ſtagger their Obedience, and occaſion a general Re- 
volt. But our Hiſtories inform us, That this was done in an 
Age of the groſſeſt Ignorance, and of the greateſt Corruption of 
Manners: A proper Seaſon for ſuch an Undertaking ! _— 


N 
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they ſucceeded is, their Empire was ſecured, and implicite 
Faith without Reſerve, would be thereby for ever eftabliſhed ; 
it being evident, That if this prodigious Camel was once ſwal- 


1y the Popiſh gg laid hold thereof, well knowing, that if 
In 


lowed down, it was impoſſible afterwards, that any Thing could 


7 


* 


ſtick. I cannot ſuppoſe, nay, it were monſtrous to ſuppoſe, that our 

ent vertuous and UNCORRUP T Miniſtry, can, by the Paſſing 
of this Bill, have any Deſign in view, parrallel to that of the Ro- 
miſh Clergy, to plain thereby the way to ſome other Laws, which 
may be thought neceſſary tothe full Eſtabliſhment of their Power. 
No certainlys They are too well fatisfied of the Upright- 
neſs of their Conduct, to ſtand in need of any indirect Supports, 
and too 3 think they could obtain them in a Parli- 
ament, where the Majority are ſo entirely independant of them, 
and who, in the preſent and former Parliaments, have approv'd 
themſelves Champions for the Liberties of their Country: Be- 
ſides, the preſent is 1o far from being an Age of the groſſeſt Ig- 
norance, that never was Learning at ſo high a Pitch, nor Men 
arriv'd to ſo noble a way of Free-thinking, that our Motto may 


| Jute, be, Nolumus jurare in verba Magiſtri; We ſcorn the muſty 


ayings ot Antiquity, and will in nothing be pinn'd down by 


the Dictates of the Learned of this, or of any other Age; there- 


fore 'tis impoſſible to ſuppoſe any ſuch Deſign in the Bill before 
us, and yet, Tam very ſorry it hath been attempted, and hope it will 
never paſs, for the Reaſons F have already mentioned; and alfo 
leaſt it ſhould give too great a Handle to People without Doors, 


to entertain untoward Jealouſies and Surmiſes; who, may be a 


to ſay, That thoſe who can compliment a Miniſiry with ſuch a 
Law, can never afterwards refuſe them any Thing. 

I ſhall, on this Occaſion, put Gentlemen in Mind of the great 
Debt, with which the Nation is incumbred; a'Burthen, which is 


become almoſt inſupportable, and ready to cruſh us into Ruin; 


and yet, to our great Misfortune, inſtead of diminiſhing, it is daily 
encreaſing. I have long obſerv'd the fatal Methods, by which this 


Miſchief was brought upon us: I was indeed in great Hopes, that 


the putting an eternal Stop to the further encreaſe of our Debt, 


and the ſettling the moſt proper Meaſures foi the leſſening there- 


of, in ſuch Proportions, as in a reaſonable Time might entirely 
diſcharge the fame, would have been the very firſt Work of the 
preſent Parliament, as it was the moſt valuable for the Intereſt of 
the Nation; but, I'm ſorry to ſee, it has hitherto given way to 
ſo many other Conſiderations, which, how important ſoever they 
may be thought, 7 will be bold to fay, when compar'd to this, 
are but like the Tything of Mint and Cummin, to the weightier 
Things of the Law, Surely ſomething muſt, and very ſoon too, 
be done in this Matter ; for-I am perſuaded, no Man can be fo 
Wicked, as to entertain a Thought of declaring the Nation Bank- 
rupt, and paying off this Debt with a Spunge, to the utter Ruin 
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of Thouſands of Families; and, as little can I ſuppoſe any Man 


{ ſtupid, as to ſleep ſecurely, whilſt the Libertiesof his Country, 
and thereby his own, and the Property of every ſingle Perſon in 
the Nation, is in the moſt precarious Situation; for, ſhould we, 
loaded as we are, be ina new War with any powerful 


Enemy, muſt we not either ſubmit to all the unreaſonable Im- 
poſitions of ſuch an Enemy, or find ſome extraordinary Means 


to ſupport ſuch an expenſive War? Will it not therefore be our 


| Wiſdom to put our Affairs as ſoon as poſſible, on ſuch a Foot, 


as to make the Second part of the Dilemma practicable, with- 
out reſorting to ſo black an Injuſtice as that I have hinted at, ei- 
ther of Spunging out all our paſt Debts, or at leaſt of borrowing 
the Funds for the Uſe of the Publick, during the Continuance 
of ſuch a War? This ſurely is a Subject of ſuch Importance, that 


it will juſtify the Speaking of it, either Seaſonably or not; nay, I 


think it never ought to be out of our Minds, till ſomething very 


effectual be done therein; but I mention it chiefly at this Time, 


to divert Gentlemen from paſſing the Bill before us, and conti- 
nuing the preſent Parliament, beyond the Term of Three Years ; 
leſt what ſhall be afterwards done in ſo great and ſo good a Work 
by this Parliament, if continued, may be liable to Objection, from 
the Doubts which the Nation may have of the Legality of ſuch 
a Parliament; and for the fame Purpoſe, I ſhall obſerve, that we 


ſem Pinion'd down, for a long Tract of Years, and indeed for 


ever, in the Methods we proceed in, toa Land Tax of Two Shil- 
lings in the Pound, and to the Malt, to ſupport ſuch a Fleet, and 
ſuch Guards and Gariſons, as in the profoundeſt Peace, I preſume 


will be always eſteemed — The ancient Revenues of the 
Sz 


Crown P licable to theſe Purpoſes, having long ſince been Mort- 
gaged and fold away; and if our preſent unhappy Diviſions, ſhould 
tor ſome Time require a greater Force, for the Quiet and Secu- 
rity of the Nation, even in Times of Peace; tis eaſy to com- 
pute how much higher the aforeſaid Taxes will riſe. 85 

' Let Gentlemen ſeriouſly conſider, whether it will not greatly 


encreaſe the Uneaſineſs of the People, under ſuch heavy Burthens, 
if they think they are laid upon them by Repreſentatives whom 
they never choſe, For my own Part, I dread the Conſequence 


of ſuch a Law as that which we are now about, and doubt it 


cannot be long ſupported in any other Manner, than thoſe extra- 


ordinary Laws were for ſome Time, which I have already men- 
tioned; and I am perſuaded, tis far from the Deſign of any in this 
Houſe, that this Law, if it paſs, ſhould be ſupported in that way; 
and to make a Standing Army neceſſary only to ſupport a Stand- 
ing Parliament; for to me r a ſeem to be Siſter Twins, which 


can only live, and muſt die together. 


I have now given my ſeveral Reaſons againſt this Bill, which 
appear to me fo ſtrong, as would engage my Negative to it were 
it even in ſome Meaftre conducive to the Ends which are . 
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tended; but much more when I am * convinc'd, that 
it is fo far from promoting thoſe Ends, that if ever it paſs into 
a Law, it will have a Tendency directly contrary, 

It has been ſaid, That three Years is too ſhort a Time to effect 
e any thing of great Moment for the Service and Benefit of the 
e Nation; That the firſt Seſſions is generally ſpent and waſted 
te away in the Determination of Elections; in the Second ſome- 
« thing is done; but that the laſt Seſſions is uſually as much loſt 


« as the firſt, Gentlemens Minds running ſo much on the enſu- 


c ing Election, as to think of nothing elſe; and the Fear alſo of 
e diſobliging their Electors, on ſo near a View of a new Choice, 


** becomes a very great Byaſs on their Conduct in Parliament, to 
ce the Prejudice of the publick Service; ſo that in this ſhort Term 


« of three Years, there is litttle more than the Work of one 


d Year done. | 


I am not a little ſurprized, that ſuch Aſſertions as theſe, ſhou'd 
be made uſe of, as Arguments againſt Triennial Parliaments; be- 
cauſe it ſeems to me to be nes, 5 contra factum, as was ſaid 
by a very great Man, of Dr. Sacheverell's Speech. It is evident, 
that the Buſineſs of the Publick was carried on for ſome hun- 
dreds of Years by Annual Parliaments only, and our Hiſtories for 
that Time do not acquaint us with any Complaints made of the 
ſhortneſs of their Duration: And is it not moſt notorious, that 
there never were ſuch great Things done by any Parliaments, as 
by thoſe which have been holden fince the Triennial Act? Was 
ever a War ſo long, and ſo ſucceſsfully carried on before, and in 
which this Nation bore fo great a chr mene of Expence? Were 
ever Sums ſo =_— Great, given by any Parliament, or Par- 

ike compaſs of Time, as has been done 
by theſe Triennial Parliaments? I affirm, there has been more given 
bythem for the Supply of a fingie Year, than was given in the 
whole Reign of any of the Predeceſſorsof the late King William 
the Third, and that the Expence of the publick Service ſince the 
Revolution, has amounted to more, than it did from the firſt Foun- 
dation of the Engliſh Monarchy, down to that Time; and I will 


venture the Word, that they were ſuch Supplies, as could have been 


raiſed only by Parliaments of a ſhort Continuance; for tis not 
ſuppoſable, that the Nation would haveremained Quiet under ſuch 
heavy Taxes, had the ſame been impoſedby a Lo N wt 009g Par- 
liament, fuch as that of King Charles the Second ; but, when 
they were convinced of the abſolute Neceſſity of ſuch Supplies, 
from the concurring Sentiments of frequent new Parliaments, 


they were by this, and, by this Method only, could have been 


diſpoſed to the chearful Payment of the ſame; when this is ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered, I am perſuaded, that no Gentleman will ay, That 
Triennial Parliaments are incapable of doing great Things, when 
it is true beyond the poſſibility of Contradiction, that they have 
actually done much greater Things, than were ever done * Par- 
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Naments before: Let us but compare what was doneby the long 

Penſionary Parliament of K. Charles the Second, and what has 

n done in a like Number of Years by Triennial Parliaments, 

and then the Preference will be eaſily determined: And ſurely Ar- 
guments from Matters of Fact and long Experience, ought to be 
of much greater Weight than thoſe, which depend only on con- 

2 ds ill grounded Surmiſes, and a fanciful Way of Rea- 
oning. | 
ill agree, that much Time is ſpent, not only in the firſt, but 
in the Second Year, in the Determination of Elections; but if theſe 
were all without diſtinction, left to the Committee Eredar for 
that, it wou d not make fo great a part of the Buſineſs of the 


Houſe, as it has of late Years done: And it the Night of Election, 


tor the ſeveral Cities and Boroughs were unalterabiy fix d, and not 
chang d from time to time, with reſpect to the Petitioners and ſit- 
ting Members, the Work, even of the Committee, would be 
greatly leſſened: And I muſt ay, That whenever Gentlemen are 
in earneſt, diſpos'd to cure this Evil, it may be done to the Honour 
and Reputation of future Parliaments, and to the ſaving nine Parts 
in ten, of that Time, which has of late Years been conſumed in 
the Buſineſs of Elections; and therefore ſurely this Inconveniency 
can be no Objection againſt Triennial Parliaments, which is not 
owing to that, but to very different Cauſes; and which cannot 
1 be cured by the Repeal of the Triennial Act; but may 
be done, if not entirely, yet, in a great Meaſure by proper Provi- 

ſions for that Purpoſe. | 
As to the Inconveniencies ſuggeſted to the Third Seſſions of 
Parliament, from the near Approach of a new Choice; It will be 

much the fame againſt the Second Seſſions, in which ſomething of 
Buſineſs is admitted to be done: for, I ſe but little orice te 
tween the Influence, which the Proſpect of a new Choice will 
have, at the end of One, or at the End of Two Years. The Ob- 
jection therefore, as to this Purpoſe, is altogether trifling; but I 
will agree, that it has its Weight, if it be urged for the long Con- 
tinuance; and greater ſtill, if it be urg'd for the Perpetuating the 
2 Parliament; for, then indeed, Gentlemen would be t:ced 

om all Anxiety, about a future Election, and wou'd be under no 
Reſtraints, nor have any Byaſs on their Minds, from the Sentiments 
of thoſe who choſe them; but ſurely it ought got to be thus, nor 
is this a Compliment fit to be made to the El 
tain, but is far from being a ſuitable Return for the Honour they 
have done us; and tis monſtrous do ſuppoſe, that we ſhould ren- 
der our {elves diſagreeable to the People, by a faithful Diſchargeof 
our Duty; and doing that which is beſt for the Intereſt of the 
Nation. | 

Surely we our ſelves in the firſt Part of this our firſt Seſſions, 


notwithſtanding all the Time ſpent in the Determination of E- 


lions, have been able to find time to give all the neceſſary 2 
plies 


ors of Great Bri- 
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plies for the Service of the Nation; but perhaps we have made 
ſome Diſcoveries in this Age unknown to former ones, we 

have a Glimpſe of ſome Light undeſcribed before, yet, 
it will till be true, that this Light has ſprung up but very lately 
among us. And altho' this Conſideration cannot weaken the real 
Strength of the Argument, yet it lays it under the Imputation of 
Novelty, and will be a full Juſtification of the Integrity, if 
not of the Sagacity, of thoſe who ſhall perſevere in their 
Oppoſition to the Bill. | | 


As to the Failure in the Triennial Act of anſwering the Ex- 
pectations of the Nation, it has been only aſſerted in general Terms, 
and I cannot caſily gueis at what is particularly meant; for it has 
certainly anſwered al the Ends which from the Preamble® of the 
Act we can apprehend to have been expected by the Makers there- 
of, or which indeed, in the Nature of the Thing, cou'd have 
been expected from it; tor, ſurely, the Grievance, which had 


been felt, of a very long Parliament is thereby redreſs d, and the 


Conſtitution of frequent new Parliaments, in Part, retrieved, and 
brought nearer to what it anciently and originally was, 


As to the encreaſe of Bribery and Corruption in Elections, ſince 
the Triennial Act, it is impoſſible it can be owing to that Law, or 
that it would be any wiſe' diminiſhed by a Repeal thereof; and 
in Fact the Encreaſe of Bribery and Corruption in Elections may 
have happened ſince that Law, and yet be no wiſe a Conſequence 
thereof; 'tis contrary to Common Senſe to imagine, that thoſe 
who would purchaſe their Seats in Parliament, would give more 
for a Triennial, than for a Septennial one, or for a Continuance during 
Life; or that ſuch Electors, who will ſell their Voices, have not 


Arithmetick enough to proportion their Prices to the Times they 


chooſe their Repreſentatives for ; therefore this Objection againſt the 
Triennial Act iscertainly very frivolous, unleſs ſomething much fur- 
ther be intended, than believe any Briton has yet the Courage to ſpeak 
out, I mean, unleſs it be intended, before the Expiration of the Seven 
Years, to add a further Term by another Act, and ſo on: Then 
indeed there is an effectual ſtop put to all future Bribery and 
Corruption in Elections, and the laſt Election which the People 
had, was to be the laſt they were ever to have. ä ; 


This brings to my Mind a very ſcandalous Pamphlet, which; 
came out a little before the Election of the preſent Parliament, I 
think the Title of it is Engliſh Advice tothe Freeholders of ELAN D: 
This Author takes great Pains to divert 'the People of England 
from chovſing a certain Party of Men whom he unjuſtly paints in 
very black Colours; and amongſt, others, there is an Expreſſion 
to this Effect. Don't give your Vote for one of theſe People, 

| | D Whatever 


VT 
e * 


R 


3 


Sgr. 


— Ow DR 
e 


. 


1 
* 


mm oe Comes WI 4 Io 
Wo 3 ni ” 8 7 7 * wo 74 
! 44 + a PF a ” pe 2 


83 


— — — 


9 rr 


Gt, > Mi, SECIINEY 


_—— > M*-... 
- — 


618) 


& whatever they may offer you, for depend upon it, if there ſfou d 
be a Majority of them in Patliament, it is the laſt Vote you 
„ will ever have the Opportunity to give. I am perſuaded, cis 
far from the Intentions of any Gentleman here, to contribute to 


the Credit and Reputation of that Author, by giving even a /Co- 


lour of probability to the Truth of any of his Predictions; and 
this I hope will alſo have ſome Weight to prevent a Repeal of the 
Triennial Act; ſince that will have the Air of the firſt bold ſtep 
towards the fulfiliing of this wicked Prophecy ; and the makin 


uſe of the Argument I have been endeavowing to explode, will 
not a little heighten the Suſpicion; it being evidently of no Force 


in any other View, but thatof carrying the Matter to the Length, 


which this Author has foretold, But ſurely, Gentlemen need not 
thus hunt about either for tie Cauſe or the Cure of Bribery and 


Corruption in Elections. 


On the late happy Revolution, by which our Religion and Li- 


berties were preſerved, we were unavoidably engaged into a very 


expenſive War; and had it been carry d on by Supplies within the 
Year, as it is evident, it might have been, our War and our Taxes: 
would have ended-together; and we ſhould have been then as 
able, when juſtly provoked thereto, to begin a ſecond War, as 
we were to undertake a Firſt. But unhappily for England, this 
Method was not purtued; but inſtead thereof, the Nation was 
by piece-meal expoſcd to Sale; and execrable ſurely will their 
Names be to lateſt Poſterity, who at firſt began, or have been 
tince, the chiet Supporters of this accurſed Practice, by which, 
one third Part at leaſt of the great Sums given, have been loſt to 
the Scrvice of the Nation, which now remains loaded with a 
Debt ot fifty Millions; beſides, at leaft the Sum of ſeventy Millions, 
which has 7a actually rais'd and paid. From hence it followed, 
that by the great Burthens on our Trade, a new Spring of Com- 
merce more ſecure and beneficial wares, aches I mean, the Pub- 
lick Funds, almoſt the whole numerous Body of our wealthy. En- 
gliſo Merchants, who were formerly the Glory of our own, and 
the Envy of other Nations, have thrown all their Money into this 
new Channel, and have left the ancient Trade, from which Ouly, 
the Wealth of the Nation can ariſe, to be.carried on by Men of 


mall Fortunes, who, Trading only upon Credit, are little more 


than Factors for the Manufactures of England. who by this un- 
nawal Tranſmigration, are now become the Merchants of the 
Kingdom; and under theſe Diſadvantages a great Part of our 
Trade, which was formerly carried on with Vigour, by our own, 
is now fallen into the Hands of Foreign wealthy Merchants, and, 
Jam afraid, irreparably loſt to us; the inevitable Conſequence of 
which hath been, Ruin to Thouſands and Thouſands of Britiſh 
Familics. And tis as evident, that by the long Continuance 8 
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the Land and Malt Taxes, and the high Prices of all things by the 
Addition of new Exciſes, the greater part of the midlin 
Gentry of the Kingdom, are half undone; and even our — 
Commoners, and the Nobility themſelves have very ſenſibly felt theſe 
Preſſures upon the Publick; and, if the Diſtreſs more or leſs, has 
become almoſt Univerial, no Wonder if it has plained the Way td 
Bribery and Corruption, and diſpos'd thoſe who had the Oppor- 
tunities of doing it, to partake of the general Plunder, and to repair 
their own, at the Expence of the publick Loſſes. | | 
The Funds, as I am informed, produce above Three Millions 
yearly, towards the Intereſt, and ſinking of ſome part of the Prin- 
cipal of our Debt: This great Additional Revenue, tho* the Pro- 
perty of private Perſons, is entirely under the Management of the 
Officers of the Crown, and thereby a Dependance vaſtly greater, 
on a Miniſtry, has been created, than ever was before, or could 
otherwiſe have been; and what Influence this has had on our E- 
lections throughout the whole Kingdom, the Acts of Parliament 
wyhieh have been made to prevent the ſame, ſufficiently proclaim; 
We have now an Army of Civil Officers, as dangerous as any Mi- 
litary Force, entirely at the Devotion of a Miniſtry ; and altho' 
we may run no Riſque from this, in the Hands where his Ma- 
jeſty has now plac'd the Adminiſtration; yet, we have formerly 
been, and may again be in Peri), from this adventitious Power, of 
the total Loſs of our Conſtitution. 
The ſhort of the Caſe ſeems to me to be, That ſome Miniſters 


have by their Conduct, gone a great way to Beggar the Nation; | 


and others have corrupted thoſe who have been fo undone: And 
in this unhappy Situation of Men and Things, the publick Mo- 
ney has been employ'd to corrupt Electors, and returning Officers, 
and thereby have fill d ſome late Parliaments with the Creatures 
of a Miniſtry, and many have likewiſe expended vaſt” Sums of 
their own, when they faw it neceſſary to get or ſecure a Place; 
and by this means, theſe Parliaments have been filled with great 
Numbers of Mercenary Troops, whoſe Names were ſcarce khown 
in the Countries where they were choſen, and without any Fa- 
mily Intereſts of their own, or the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who 
had; and if there has been any Bribery on the Parts of thoſe 
who have oppoſed ſuch Men, as perhaps there may, it has been 
occaſioned by the vile Arts which have been put in Practice againſt 
them: So I think I may truly affirm, That Bribery and Corrup- 
tion in Elections, have not followed, as any Conſequence of the 
Triennial Act, but from Cauſes widely different; and that the 
Foundation thereof was at firſt laid, and has been ſince improved 
and carty'd on by wicked and deſigning Miniſters. As to the Cure 
of this Evil, I am afraid, it cannot be thoroughly effected, vrhilſt 
the Nation labours under the preſent heavy Load of Debt; and 
for this and many other Reaſons, it does not a little concerns, 
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to make all the Progreſs we poſſibly can, in fo great and ſo good 
a Work, as is the Diſcharge thereof, NW 

As to the Heats and Animoſities, which are likewiſe charged to 
the Account of the Triennial Act, and the Burthen and Grievance 
of frequent Expenſive Elections, I ſhall readily agree, That the 
Frequency of Elections is directly intended and delign'd by the 
Triennial Act, to prevent the miſchievous Conſequences of long 
Continu'd Parliaments: But ſurely no one will ſay, That this, 


ſimply and abſtractedly, is 4 Burthen or Grievance; and as to the 


great Expence in Elections, and the violent Heats and Animoſities 
about them, they are not in the leaſt owing to the Triennial Act, 
as I have already ſhewn: And I preſume no Gentleman wou'd de- 
fire to extinguiſh the Ancient Engliſh Hoſpitality, for which the 
Nation has been ſo long fam'd; nor can any Man imagine it 
more poſlible to cure all Heats and Animoſities in Elections, than 
to prevent Contentions about them, which the laudable Ambition 
of ſerving the Nation hath formerly kept up, and I hope it will do 
ſo again, without the help of any other Motives; but beſides, I 


am perſuaded, that Contentions ariſing from ſo worthy a Princi- 


ple, and the Old Engliſſi Hoſpitality, will do no harm. It is 
ſtrange, that any One Gentlemen can fancy, that the paſſing the 
Bill before us into a Law, wou'd cool our Heats, and ſettle us all in 
Tranquility; it ſeems to me to be calculated for the direct contrary 
Purpoſes; to blow up the Flame, and to fill up the Meaſure of the 


Nation's Diſcontents; for tis impoſſible to conceive, that the E- 


lectors of Great-Britain, of whatever Party or Denomination they 
may be, will not be highly incens'd by tuch a Law as this; and 
if they ſhould univerſally turn their Reſentments againſt thoſe, who 


without their Choice; have made themſelves the Repreſentatives 


of the People: I leave Gentlemen to judge, whether this wou'd 
not bean Animolity of a much more dangerous Conſequence, than 
that which we are pretending to extinguiſh by this Bill. 
It is alſo urg'd, That theſe frequent Elections are a great Encou- 
ragement to the Idleneſs and Debauchery of the meaneſt and loweſt 
of the People; Opportunities only to gratifie the Drunkenneſs and 
Lewdnels of the Mob. I am forry that there are any Exceſſes, 
to give Foundation for this e e but ſurely the Evil pro- 
ceeds from the fame Cauſe, and muſt be curd in the fame way 
with thoſe others, which J have already taken Notice of, to have 
been obiected to the Triennial Act. And I mention this now, 
only to obſerve, what pretiy Epithets are given to the Electors of 
Great Briinin, It was with Concern, that J heard them lately 
treated in this Manner in another Place, but could never have be- 
lieved it poſſible to have heard any thing like it hinted within 
thee Walls. How low and mean ſcever they may be, they are 
ſtill the People of Great Britain, and we are one of the Three E- 
ſtates of the Realm, by a Power derived and delegated from them: 
And are we then, only the Repreſentatives of a lewd, drunken, 
| ; Th | debauch d 
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HE, 
debauch'd Mob? To paint out the Commons of Great Britain, in 
ſuch contemptible Colours, is ſurely doing great Diſhonour to 


our ſelves, and is equally ungrateful and unjuſt to them. I think 
ule nan all the Commons of Great Britain, and ſurely amongſt 


them, there are many Thouſands every way as well quallified to 
fill theſe Seats, as we who have now the Honour to do it: And 
even, as to thoſe of an inferiour Rank, it muſt be own'd, that 
they are a Brave and a Gallant People ; and when we compare 
them with thoſe of other Countries, we have Reaſon to be in 
Raptures with our own happy Conſtitution, which has madeſuch 
a Difference between them and other Men. They are bred up 
from their Cradles with deep Impreſſions of Liberty, and have 
their Properties fenc'd in, and ſecured by Law; and by their Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament, they have the Honour to ſhare, even 

in the Legiſlative Authority; and tis this gives our People the Spi- 
rit and Reſolution of the ancient Romans, by which our Nation 
has obtain'd and preſerv'd its great Character in the World. 

It is thus we ought to deſcribe the People of Great Britain, and 
we ſhall then only do them the Juſtice they deſerve: - But if on 
the contrary, we ſhow an Inclination to depreciate their Value, 
and ſeem to be aſhamed of thoſe we repreſent, will it not, eſpe- 
cially if we paſs the Bill now before us, give the ſtrongeſt Jea- 
louſy, that we intend to repreſent them no more, but to ſet up 
for the future, a third Eſtate entirely independant of them, And 
this Jealouſy will be ſtill encreaſed, by what has been with too 
great Freedom diſcours d of without Doors, That People muſt be 
governed by their Fears, and ſurely, ſo they mult, if this Bill paſs, 
for I think it will be ſcarce poſlible afterwards to govern them by 
Love: Unhappy Britain! To have brought forth Children ſo un- 
natural, as to treat Thee thus: For whatever may have been put 
in Practiſe in former Times, the Doctrine of Slavery was never 
ſo openly avowed before: What, Govern a Free People by their 
Fears! Monſtrous Expreſſion! and certainly a form'd Deſign cor- 
reſponding tHereto, is an Act of Treachery, as foul and black, as 
a Briton can be guilty of: A high Crime and Mifdemeauourit cer- 
tainly is, I will not call it High Treaſon, becauſe 1 know no Law 
of the Land, which has yet declared it fo. 

The Argument which I ſtall next take Notice of, is that which 
ſeems to me to be mentioned as the chief Inducement inthe Pre- 
amble of the Bill, and which has been chiefly inſiſted upon by 
the Gentlemen who have ſpoken for it;“ Becauſe of the Dan- 

« ger from the general Diſcontents, and great Diſaffection of the 
People, which ſome Gentlemen are apprehenſive, were a Par- 
« Jiament now to be called, would produce a Majority of very 
different Sentiments from thoſe who now compole it: Others, 
ho think better of the Inchnations of the People, believe, that 
« this wicked Work could not be accompliſhed without the Help 


« of Foreign Money to Bribe and Corrupt the EleQors of Great 
| « Britain 
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Britain; but upon the whole, are of Opinion, that the thing 
would be effected; and that inſtead of the preſent Excellent 
« Houſe of Commons, ſo devoted to the true Intereſt of their 
* Country, and to the Support of his Majeſty, and the Proteſtant 
** Succeſſion, we ſhould greatly riſque the having ſuch a Parli- 
« ament as would be ready to call in che Pretender, and to deliver 
« up their Country to Popery and Arbitrary Power; and there- 
« fore thoſe who are againſt the Bill, are Ccharg'd with contribu- 
* ting to his Deſign, altho' they are charitably believed no wiſe 
* to intend the Thing. And this 1 think is the full Import of 
what has been {aid by Gentlemen on this Head of Argument. 

As to the Danger which ſome Gentlemen imagine of an ill 
Parliament, were it now to be choſen, from the help of French 
Money, it is in my Opinion, a Reproach to the preſent Miniſtry, 
to fancy that they wou'd be out-done, or out- witted by France in 
this, or in any other way; and I think that the ſhunning of ſuch _ 
an Attempr, is the only Caſe, in which a Miniſtry might un- 


| blameably apply the publick Money in the Buſineſs of Elections; 


F-wiſh it never had been, or may be done on any other Occafi- 


on. But why do Gentlemen believe, that the Regent of France 


will meddle in our Elections? Surely not long ſince he had a 
much better Opportunity to have diſtreſs d us, had he been ſo diſ- 
sd. On other Occaſions we hear, I mean without Doors, of 
the good Underſtanding between his Majeſty, and that Prince; 
and that the Pretender wil] very ſoon be oblig'd to travel beyond 


the Alps ; and this certainly is ng y probable, if the Regent have 


any Expectations of being himſelf one Day King of France. 1 
ſhall ay no more of this, and believe thoſe, who made the Ob- 
jection, ſcarce expected that any one would have taken io much 
notice of it. | ; | 

As to the Danger of an ill Parliament, from the great Diſaffe- 
ction of the People; This, I confeſs, is a moſt extraordinary and 
ſurprizing Argument, and ſuch as I never thought I ſhou'd have 
heard in this Place; for it is an open Declaration and Acknowledg- 
ment, that the People of Great Britain, are not truly Repreſented 
at this time; That the preſent Houſe of Commons are the Suppor- 
ters of the Liberties and true Intereſt of the People, which the 
People themſelves are endeavouring to deſtroy, and wou'd effectu- 
ally do ſo by a new Choice; and therefore they are to be treated 
like indiſcreet Children, and not to have their frowardneſs hu- 
mour'd at the Price of their undoing. This indeed is telling the 
People of Great Britain, in the plaineſt Terms, that as they are not 
at preſent truly Repreſented by thoſe whom they did choole, ſo 
for the future, they ſhall be Repreſented without any Choice at all. 
It this be the way to Ingratiate with the People, what is it which 
can give them a DiſÞuſt ? No, certainiy this muſt make it abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary to govern them by their Fears, and to take fuch 


Meaſures às are proper for that Purpoſe; a Deſign { black, that 


I cannot 
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I cannot ſuppoſe it has yet entered into the Heart of any Bri- 
ton. | . 

It is amazing to hear this very Suggeſtion, in my Opinion far | 
diſtant from the Truth, not only onthe Preſent, but on other Occa- "*Y 
ſions, ſo frequently made uſe of as an Argument; for were it real- a 
ly true, can it be any Service to the Publick to be making daily 
and hourly Proclamation thereof? For can this be a proper and a 
likely Means to ſtrengthen the Hands of his Majeſty, and his 
faithful Subjects, or to weaken thoſe of the Pretender, and his 
forcign and domeſtick Friends, to publiſn to all the World (for 
what is ſaid in this Place, can be a Secret no where) that the Diſ- 
aſlections to his Majeſty is very General, and the Party of the 
Pretender ſo conſiderable in the Nation, as to riſque another Re- 
bellion in his Favour, if they had the Opportunity of aſſembling 
together in Numbers on a new Election, or any other Opportu- 

nit y equally propitious to their Purpoſe; and if this did not hap- 

pen, that ſtill there wou'd be Danger, that the Majority on a New 
Election, wou'd be in the a of the Pretender; and that this * 
wou'd nat be leſs, perhaps might be more fatal, even than Re- | | 

| bellion. A Bill founded on ſuch Surmiſes as theſe, and Supported | 
with ſuch Arguments, is highly dangerous, and if it paſſes into | 
a Law, its Title ought to be, 42 Act for the moſt effettual Eu- i 
couragement of the Pretender and his Allies, to invade this King- 
dom; in ray Conſcience, I believe it fo, and that fo it will be found, 
if this Bill ſhould paſs into an a Law. | 

I believe it will be admitted, that from the firſt Eſtabliſnment 3 
of the Succeſſion, until it happily took Place, a vaſt Majority of | 
People expreſs'd the greateſt Zeal for it And Satisfaction in it; 

That from the Death of the Queen, to the arrival of his Majeſty, i 
the Nation was never known to be in a greater Calm. That the 
Parliament then in being unanimouſly {tled the Ciyil Liſt for 
the ſupport of the Dignity of the Crown, and compleated whar 
was wanting for the Supplies of that Year ; and whatever Faults 
they might have been guilty of before, there was nothing now | 
wanting in the expreſſing of their Duty; and it has been ſurmis'd, | 
that ſome Perſons whoſe Zeal for his Majeſty cannot be ſuſpected, ; 
were not a little apprehenſive, that that Parliament, and the Par- 
ty of which their Majority was compos'd, wou'd, to make a- 
mends for their paſt Conduct, go too great lengths in their Com- | 
plaiſance to the Crown ; and that for this very Reafon, it was =Y 
dangerous for the Nation, that his Majeſty ſhou'd ever meet them ; F 
but whatever the Reaſons were, certain it is, that his Majeſty faw | 5 
5 


them not. The Joy on his Majeſty's Arrival was as Great and 
Univerſal, as was ever known in Britain; and from hence I think 
I may fairly conclude, that if there be ſuch a Diſaffection as is tug - 
geſted, ſince it was not before, it muſt have happened ſince his 
Majeſty's Arrival; and if this can be imagined poſlible, it mult be 
taen agreed, that ſuch a general Dilaflection is an Efiect too con- 
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8 — | 
Iigerable to be produc'd without any, or by a very ſlight Cuuſe; 
bi. Majeſty ſurely can be no wiſe the Cauſe of fo {urprizing a 
Change, as is ſurmis'd, in the Inclinations of his People; there- 
fore if there be ſuch a Diſaffection, it can be only to the Mini- 
ſters, and produc'd from ſomething really ill, or which is appre- 
hended to be fo, in their Conduct Jam perſwaded that they 
themſelves have too much Modeſty, not to agree, that *tis much 
more reafonable to ſuppoſe a Diſaffection to them, than to the Per- 
ſon of the King; and I doubt not but this Houſe will always di- 
' feingniſh, as they have hitherto done, between the Sovereign and 
the Miniſters of State. - 5 

But in juſtice to the preſent Miniſtry, we muſt conclude, that 
the Diſaffection to them is occaſioned only by imaginary, and not 
by any real Evils done by them; and we have great Reaſon to hope, 
that by their wiſe and prudent, Management, they will be able in 
a very little Time, to undeceive a miſtaken and deluded People, 
and thereby regain thoſe Aﬀections, which, for the preſent, they 
apprehend to be loſt to them. And if they ſhou'd fail in this, I 
am perſuaded, from their great Zeal for the quiet of the King, 
and Welfare of their Country, from their known Diſintereſtedneſs, 
their generous contempt of Advantages to themſelves, and from 
that ancient Heroic Roman Vertue, which ſo viſibly appears in eve- 
Ty part of their Conduct, that they themſelves wou'd become Sup- 
pliants to his Majeſty for Liberty to retire from the burthen of their 
Truſt, and to repoſe the ſame into ſuch Hands, as might put an 
end to the Diſaffections which are now complained of. And I 
am the more confirmed in this Opinion, becauſe I my {ſelf have 
heard ſome of the greateſt Men now in Power, before they were 
ſo, expreſs themſelves in fuch a manner, as left me no room to 
doubt of the Sincerity of ſuch a Diſpoſition. 

There'is yet one par the Objection which J have not touch'd 
upon, the Danger which is apprehended of an Invaſion from A- 
broad, and the Inſurrection at Home, ſhould a New Parliament 
be called at this time; and this, I think, is the only Thing which 
J have heard mentioned, which has the colour of an Argument 
for a longer continuance of the preſent Parliament ; but I believe, 
when 'tis a little examined, it will appear to have the Colour on- 
ly, and to be Vox & preterea nihil. I think I have already made 
it evident, that there is no ſuch Diſaffection to his Majeſty, or his 
Royal Family, as is ſuggeſted, and if there be not, then the dan- . 
ger of any Invaſion or Inſurrection on that Suppoſition, falls en- 
tirely to the Ground. But even admitting the Diſaffection to be 
as it is ſuggeſted, tis ſtill agreed, that the whole Nation is not 
Difaffected, but only ſome part thereof; and that therefore the 
meeting together, on the occaſions of Elections (which are not 
made all on the fame Day) wou'd conſiſt of mixt Multitudes of 
well, and of ill affected Perſons, to that the former might ballance 
the latter. | 

But 


a2 Time, of the p 


Cab} - 
But admitting that not only the Diſaffection is, but that the 


-Ppling of a New Parliament at this time, wou'd be, as the fame 
ve 


Repreſented, yet this will not prove that there's any Ne- 


ceſſity at this time for the paſſing the Bill, which is the Subject of 


our preſent Debate. I do moſt readily agree, that if this Parlia- 
ment were to expire ina very ſhort time, and that the publick Meet- 
ing of the People would really be of ſuch a dangerous Cohſequence 


in the preſent Juncture, as has mentioned; That then abſolute 


Neceſſity which always has been, and ever will be, a Juſtification 
of extraordinary ph would equally juſtify the prolongation for 


and no doubt but that the next ſucceeding Parliament conven'd 
in the uſual legal Manner, wou'd approve and confirm what ſhou'd 
be done in this, on fo preſſing an Occaſion. But ſurely it will 
no wiſe follow, becauſe this might be done in a Caſe of abſolute 
Neceſſity, that therefore it may or ought to be done, when there 
is no Neceſlity at all. And it is evident, that there is no imme- 
diate neceſſity for the paſſing of this Law, ſince, notwithſtanding 
the Length of the firſt, his Majeſty may ſtill have two Seſſions 
more of this very Parliament — will it not be time enough to 
paſs ſuch a Law in the laſt Seſſions, if it ſnould then appear as 


neceſſary as it is now pretended. to be? And therefore admitting 


every thing which has been alledged, there is not the Colour of 
a Neceſlity for ſuch a Law at preſent ; and this gives me ſtrong 
Suſpicion, that there is a Snake in the Graſs, and that we have 
not yet been acquainted with the true Reaſon of ſo unprecedented 
an Attempt. Certainly no Gentleman can be afraid of what eve- 
ry Gentleman muſt wiſh, that before theend of another Year, our 
ferment will ſubſide, and the Nation be reſtored to a perfect Calm, 


which would entirely take away all pretences of _— what is 
t 


W endeavoured: Or, that the unanimous Voice of the Eledtors 
Great Britain, againſt ſuch a Law, would, before another Seſ- 
ſions, be found too ſtrong to be reſiſted by their Repreſentatives, and 
that Gentlemen, upon a more mature Conſideration, might come to 


think very differently of this Matter from what they at preſent may; 


and that therefore this great Maſter- piece muſt be ſtruck off at one 
Heat, and that now or never muſt be the Word: Or may not 


others without Doors be apt to ſuſpect, that this Law is really 


intended to encourage the Pretender to invade, and his ſecret 
Friends to ſhew themſelves in publick; by ſoothing them up in 
the Hopes and Belief of the Greatneſs of their Numbers; and 
by leading them into that Snare, have an Opportunity of diſco- 
vering and cruſhing them as thoroughly in England, as we have 
lately done in Scotland; and thereby ſecure for ever the Peace and 
dec Brag the whole Kingdom? For it is impoſſible to im- 
magine, that ſuch Encouragement would be given to the Preten- 
dar Or his Friends, as ſeems to be done by the Preamble of this 


Bill, and the Debate of this Day, if thoſe who were for the Bill 
| 3 were 


9 


ent Parliament, in the Manner now propos d; 
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were not entirely ſatisfied, that a new Rebellion, if it ſhould hap- 
pen, would be attended only with the — — I have juſt 

t 


now mentioned. How right a Deſign of this kind may be in 


Politicks. I will not pretend to determine, but will venture toaf- 


frm, that it is entirely inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religion, 
and the Principles of Humanity, common to all Mankind, 
But beſides, I think an Experiment of this kind much too dan- 
erous to be try'd; for, when the Fire is once kindled, no humane 
iſdom can tell how much it may conſume. And altho' we 


have happily ſuppreſs d the late unnatural Rebellion, yet, I am 


erſuaded, no Wiſe Man can wiſh, to ſerve any End whatever, 
to {ee the Nation expos'd again, to the Riſque of ſuch another 


Attempt, altho it ſhould be as ill concerted at Home, and as little 


ſupported from Abroad, as the laſt ſeems to have been. Such 
Motives as theſe, therefore, can ſurely prevail with no Body, and 
yet I am not able to gueſs at thoſe which ſhou'd: And where 
no viſible Reaſon does appear, for ſo violent and needleſs a Precipi- 


- nation, there muſt, and will be great Variety of Conjectures at 


thoſe which are not ſeen. | 
Another Argument, ſeems to have great Weight with ſome 
Gentlemen for the paſſing of this Bill; That it will encour: 

| tates to enter into Alliances with us, when 

« they ſee a certain fix d Adminiſtration, on which t hey may de- 

« pend; for that at preſent they look upon us to be in the Nature 


„ only of a Trienyial Government, a New Parliament being uſu- 


« ally attended with a new Miniſtry, and a new Miniſtry with 
« new Meaſures. | ng | 


I believe that this is the firſt, and 1 bope it will be the laſt 
Time that ever an Argument of ſuch a Nature was advanc'd, or 


would have been endur'd in any Engliſh or Britiſh Parliament. 
We have hitherto been able to form great Alliances, and to do 


great Things, on the Foot of our ancient Conſtitution. And 


are we now ſunk to a Condition ſo deſpicably low, as to be o- 
bliged to model it to the Genius or Humour of 
bours? Can a Briton hear this with Patience? Abſolute Monar- 
chy, and deſpotick Power have no Doubt, in ſome Conjunctures, 


the Advantage of our Form of Government; but fhall we, for 


the Sake thereof, give up the moſt valuable Conſtitution upon 
Earth? So adapted to the Spirit of our People, and ſo well ſuited, 


in the general Circumſtances of Life, for the Welfare and Happi- 


neſs of a Free Nation, and by which we have hitherto ſhone 
forth with a diſtinguiſhing Luftre from all other Countries in 


the World. But as to the Argument it ſelf, why do Gentlemen 


imagine, that Trennial Parliaments neceſſarily infer a Triennial 


Government ? Surely the executive Power is entirely in the Prince; 


there the Laws of the Land have placed it, and there I hape it 


will for ever remain; The Power of Peace, War, and Alliances, 


are the undoubted Prerogatives of the Crown, and no Parliament, 
. | I hope 


* - . 18 


any of our Neigh- 
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J hope, will ever pretend to diſpute the ſame. The Stability there- 
fore of our Government, asit relates to Foreign Nations, depends 
entirely on the Prince: And, I believe, our ancient Allies never 
had, nor had Reaſon to have, a greater Reliance on any up 
Monarch, than on his preſent Majeſty, who ſo worthily fills the 
Throne; and, I hope, that Reliance will never be transfer'd from him 
to any Miniſtry, ſupported by any Parliament whatever; which[think 
would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence: to the Royal Dig- 
nity, the Liberties of the People, and to the true Tntereſts of 
our ſincere Foreign Friends. But Þ am alſo at a Loſs to find out 
any neceſſary Connexion between a New Parliament and a New 
Miniſtry, were there any Weight in that OO for, are not 
the publick Employments in the Diſpoſal of the King, and whilſt 
they are executed to his Satisfaction, will be continued in the ſame 
Hands? And when they are not, tis unfit they ſhould. And what- 
ever Changes his Majeſty may at any time happen to make, I am 
perſwaded, they will be always ſuch, as will be moſt for his own 
Service, and the Welfare of the Kingdom, And I muſt declare 
the fame Opinion as to Employments, as I have donewith Rela- 
tion to Seats in Parliament: That there are great Numbers in 
Britain, every way as well qualified for them, as the preſent Poſ- 
ſeſſors; and, how great ſoever my Eſteem may be for the preſent 
Miniſtry, I can't carry my Compliment fo far, as to think, that 
the Nation would be andone, if they were laid aſide. But if by the paſ- 
ſing of this Law, the preſent Miniſtry ſhould be effectually eſtabliſh d, 
which is more than any Man can pretend to prophecy, what En- 
couragement could this in Reality give to the forming of Foreign 
Alliances; when by the ſame Law tis fully inſinuated, and plain- 
ly admitted in the preſent Debate, That the Affections of a very 
eat Part of the People are loſt to this very Miniſtry; for my own 
part, I think it is doing them the greateſt Wrong, and furniſhin 
oreign Princes and States with the ſtrongeſt Arguments mers 
entring into any Alliance with us. For it is not their being ſup- 
rted by a Majority of this Houſe, that will be any ſubſtantial 
Encouragement, if it is believed, that a Majority of the Nation 
are in very different Sentiments. 


* 


Fi ve hundred and fifty nine Gentlemen of Britain, abſtractedly 
conſidered, were they all Unanimous, bear but a ſmall Proporti- 
on to the Numbers in the Nation; but when they ſit within theſe 

Walls, cloathed with the Authority of the People, and are thought 
to ſpeak their Senſe; tis then indeed, that they Will have the full 
weight of the Commons of Great Britain. It is evident, that 

the preſent Miniſtry and Parliament were in being, when the late 

Rebellion broke out, and that notwithſtanding of all other proper 

Meaſures, Six Thouſand Dutch Troops were thought neceſſary 
towards the Suppreſſing thereof; they had not certainly been other- 

| wiſe ſent for, nor wou'd any Briton havedar'd to have given ſuch 
Advice; what Judgment then muſt that, and other States and 

| I y E 2 Princes 
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Princes form from hence, of the Situation of our Afairs; eſpeci- 
ally when by this Law, we proclaim aloud, that our Heats and 


' Animoſities do ſtill continue, and that there are ſtill very dange- 


rous Diſpoſitions towards a new Rebellion; and if this be an En- 
couragement to enter into, and depend upon our Alliances, I know 
not what can bea proper Diſcouragement. 

I am therefore in hopes that this Bill will not paſs. Inſtead of ſuch 


extraordinary and unnatural Projects as theſe, there are others that de- 


ſerve our e I think it would be a Deſign worthy of a 


' Britiſh Parliament, to concert and execute the moſt proper Mea- 


ſures, for the healing up of our Breaches, and uniting our Minds 
for the common Intereſt and Safety of the Nation. The firſt 
Step abſolutely neceſſary towards this great Work, ſeems to me 


to be, the forgetting all paſt Party-Quarrels, and extinguiſhing for 


the future, thoſe odious Names of Diſtinction, which have been 


ſo long, and fo unhappily kept? up. And I will venture to fay, 


that this Expedient towards Unanimity, is much more Chriſtian, 
leſs Dangerous, and, tho' Difficult, yet much more Practicable. 
than the Extirpation, or total Suppreſſion of either of the contend- 


ing Parties, which the unthinking Furioſo's of both ſeem to be 


too fond of. | | | 
I wou'd not have Gentlemen diſcourag d, in endeavouring what 
I recommend, from any Difficuities, which they may conceive 


therein; for ſurely there was a Time, and not long ſince, when 


this bleſſed Work cou'd not have Miſcarried ; I hope it is ſtill Pra- 
cticable, or elſe the Nation will be ſoon undone ; for, we are ſure, 
that a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, will be brought to Deſola- 
tion. But as to the poſſibility of the Thing, let me put Gentle- 
men in mind of the great Heats and Animoſities, which were rai- 
ſed and continued by the unexampled Violences and Cruelties of a 
e e bloody Civil War; yet theſe were all appeas'd in the ve- 
ry beginning of the Reign of King Charles the Second, after his 
Reſtoration; the Hiſtory of that time being ſufficiently known, I 
need not repeat the Meaſures which were then taken; certain it is, 
the Nation enjoy'd a Calm for many Years, our Trade flouriſh'd, 
our Wealth encreas'd, and we were both in the Literal and Alle- 
ER Senſe, a Land flawing with Milk'and Honey ; and this I 

ope will be again our Cafe. I wou'd alſo recommend the pay- 
ment of our publick Devts, or at leaſt of putting them in a way 
of being diſcharg'd in ſome reaſonable time; for till this is done, 
we are in my Opinion, in a State of thegreateſt Inſecurity ; for what 


Foreign Prince or State, will either court the Friendſhip, or dread _ 


the Enmity of a Bank:upt People? For tho particular Perſons are 
really Rich, the Nation, whilſt loaded with a Debt of Fifty Millions, 
is undoubtedly very Pcor; and is it not a melancholy Conlidera- 


tion, that when the Individuals are very Wealthy, that yet the 


Nation ſhou d be very weak; this is indeed a Paradox; but greater 


f ſti, that Men cap be fo Infatuated, as to ſleep ſecure under a 


Government, 
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Government, which canſearce be {aid to be in a condition of giv- 


ing them Protection, and that too when it is in their own power 
to Redreſs the Evil. | Fes : 
Before I fit down, I muſt obſerve, that this Bill is brought in 
by no Order of this Houſe, nor has aroſe on any Motion in it, 
but is a Preſent ſent us by the Houſe of Peers, I do not fay, 
that their Lordſhips have not a Right to ſend us this, orany other 
Bill they pleaſe, a Money-Bill excepted ; but fince it chiefly, if 
not wholly relates to our own, and the Rights and Privileges of 
thoſe we Repreſent, it wou'd more naturally, in my Opinion, 
have had its Commencement here; and this Conſideration in- 
clines me to believe, that it had not been eaſie to have found one 
among us, who wou'd have been willing to have made himſelf 
Remarkable, by being the firſt Mover of ſo extraordinary a Law, 
ſo likely to diſguſt a vaſt Majority of the People. But there are 
other Reaſons aſſign'd, and pretty freely talk'd of without Doors, 
for beginning this Bill in the Houſe of Lords; that thereby time 
wou'd be got, and proper Arguments applied, to convince Gen- 
tiemen of the neceſſity of this Law, who, when it was firſt 
2 of, ſeem'd to be very much prejudic'd againſt it; and tis 
aid, that there has been great pains taken for that Purpoſe, and 
not without Succeſs. But tis ſaid, that the main Reaſon againſt 
beginning it here, was to take off that Byaſs, which was appre- 
hended might be upon the Minds of Gentlemen, from the doubt- 
fulneſs of it's Fate in another Place; for tho? the Lords have, we 
have not an Inheritance in our Seats, but depend for a Continu- 
ance of them in future Parliaments, on the good Opinions of the 
Electors of Great Britafn; and to deprived them of the Right of 
frequent Elections, which they are now entituled to by Law, can- 
not be ſuppos d a proper Recommendation to their Favour; and it 
t to remove this Stumbling- Block out of 
the way, that the Advocates for the Bill might Argue and Vote 
with greater Aſſurance. But J hope the Reſolutions of this Da 
will fully make appear, how falſe and groundleſs theſe and ach 


like * ee, are, and that we cannot be deterred from a faith- 


ful diſcharge of the Truſt repos d in us, or influenced againſt it, 
by any Motives or Conſiderations whatſoever; and that thoſe 
Gentlemen particularly, who have fat long in Parliament, and on 
all Occaſions, have ſo worthily diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by being 
the greateſt Advocates for the Rights and Liberties of the People, 
will at this time ſhew the World, that they continue fix'd and 
ſteady to the Principles they have always profeſs d. I therefore 
hope, that a Law which even the worſt Miniſtry, in the worſt o 
Parliaments, never had the wickedneſs to Attempt will not actually 
be eſtabliſh'd under the BESH Adminiſtration, and inthe BBs Parlia- 
ment with which this Nat ion was ever Bleſs d. | 
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